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He got through a fine mixed lot of reading, generally
at it all day: Gladstone's Irish Speeches, The Tale
of a Tub, and the Journal to Stella, Hiibner's A travers
VEmpire Britannique, Lecky's Leaders of Irish Opinion,
the De Corona in Kennedy's translation, some Burke,
La Guerre et la Paix, and in a light vein Pecheur
d'lslande and Mrs. Walford's Mr. Smith.

After this uneventful voyage, the travellers reached
Suez on February 21st, and journeyed straight to
Cairo. Rosebery's brief experience as Foreign Secre-
tary opened as many doors as he desired into official
life during his sojourn of ten days, and he did not
fail to take advantage of these opportunities. Egypt
was settling down; but her finances had not yet
recovered from the fabulous extravagance of Ismail
Pasha's rule and the cost of military adventures in
the Soudan. It was felt that unless the search for
oil on the Red Sea coast proved richly successful,
Egypt had no chance of meeting the enormous interest
on her debt without aid, presumably a British guaran-
tee. Ismail Pasha was an unfailing topic.

" If you find conversation flag in Egypt, if a dinner wane,
or your company be dull, you have only to mention the name
of Ismail to effect an instantaneous and refreshing change.
*1 have searched Greek and Roman history, and all history
indeed in vain,5 said Nubar Pasha,' to find a parallel. What
became of all the money he spent ? I have no idea.9 I sug-
gested that much went at Paris and Constantinople. * I doubt
if three millions were spent at Constantinople altogether.*

". . . On the other hand, the Khedive told me that
whenever his father went to Constantinople he spent millions,
and Tewfik Pasha, the Governor of Suez, told me that out
of the last loan of thirty million sterling Ismail only received
five, the whole of which he spent at Constantinople in two
months. The same authority stated that one of Napoleon
Ill's Ministers received four or five million francs for giving
the consent of France to the International Tribunals, and two
others received pensions from Ismail Pasha. Blum Pasha l

1 At the Ministry of Finance. " An exceedingly agreeable Austrian
with a strong sense of humour, who has been in Egypt 22 years.
He would shine in any society."